THE SUN AND THE  SERPENT

circumambulates the shrine at the festivals held
in honour of the N5ga raja, the image of the
serpent-god is carried by the eldest female mem-
ber of the family, who is required to remain
celibate.1 Besides the groves and temples sacred
to the Naga demi-gods there are, as in northern
India, groves and temples dedicated to Devas,

The language used in the services, at all these
unorthodox shrines, is the local Dravidian dialect.
In the Brahmanical temples, on the other hand,
the worship of the orthodox deities is conducted
In Sanscrit,3

There are also other divinities, both male and
female, some of which are probably of aboriginal
descent,

It is impossible not to recognize, in the so-called
demon-worship of the Dravidian people, as
described by Dr, Caldwell * and others, a more
debased form of the ancestor-worship of northern
India and of other countries, Some of the ritual,
and possibly some of the deities, may have been
borrowed from the aboriginal tribes, but the
main features of the ceremonial are identical
with the forms used in the worship of the Devas
and N&gas in the Himalaya. Some of the deities,
too, are the same. Then, the sacred groves, the

1 Travancore Census Report, 1891,   356,

a Ib. 521, 575.

3 Grammar of Drav, Languages, 580.
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